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Disclaimer 

For physical injuries and possessions loss caused by those reasons which are not related to 

product quality, such as operating without following manual guide, natural disasters or force 

majeure, we take no responsibility for that.  

Under the supervision of Seeed Technology Inc., this manual has been compiled and published 

which covered the latest product description and specification. The content of this manual is 

subject to change without notice. 

Copyright 

The design of this product (including software) and its accessories is under tutelage of laws. Any 

action to violate relevant right of our product will be penalized through law. Please consciously 

observe relevant local laws in the use of this product. 
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1. Introduction 

This IR Distance Interrupter features a high-sensitivity RFR-359F photoreflector to perform 

distance detection function. The photoreflector consists of a GaAs infrared light emitting diode and 

a silicon planar phototransistor. When the infrared light emitted by the emitter gets reflected on a 

surface that blocked it, the phototransistor can pick up the signal for distance calculation. This 

module is panel mounted so that you can easily implement it on the surface of robots or other 

projects without wiring clutter. Also a potentiometer for adjustment and an indicator LED are 

arranged on the back for easy and clear use. 

 

 

http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:IR_Distance_Interrupter.jpg
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2. Features 

 High sensitivity photoreflector 

 Lightweight and compact 

 Panel mount design for clean and tidy implementation 

 Clear HID design: adjustment potentiometer and indicator LED 
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3. Application Ideas 

 Wanderer robots 

 RPM gauges 

 Approximation detection 
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4. Specification 

Power supply 5V DC 

Connector 4 pin Buckled Grove interface 

Compatibility Compatible with Arduino 

Digital output mode TTL ( Low when light is detected) 

Dimension 20mm*20mm 

ROHS YES 
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5. Interface 

 

 

 Reflective photosensor: High resolution Infrared Reflective sensor. 

 LM393: Rail-to-Rail Operational Amplifier. 

 Indicator LED: The LED will turn on when the received infrared light intensity exceeds a preset 

level. 

 Sensitivity adjusting potentiometer : Adjust the light threshold of the sensor. 

http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:IR_Distance_Interrupt_Interface.jpg
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6. Usage 

6.1 With Arduino 

Let's test the function of detecting whether somebody is here. 

1. Plug the Grove-IR Distance Sensor onto port D6 of the Grove - Base Shield; 

2. Hold the sensor Sensor facing the empty dark area above the background as show below. 

 

3. Adjust the potentiometer with a crosshead screwdriver until the indicator LED just change from 

on to off. 

4. Create an Arduino sketch and copy the program below to it. 

void setup()  { 

    Serial.begin(9600); 

    pinMode(6,INPUT); 

} 

 

Under the adjustment state 

 

Complete the adjustment 

http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/Arduino
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:Reflective_photosensor3.jpg
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:Reflective_photosensor2.jpg
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:Reflective_photosensor1.jpg
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void loop()  { 

    while(1)  { 

        delay(500); 

        if(digitalRead(6)==LOW)  { 

            Serial.println("Somebody is here."); 

        } 

        else  { 

            Serial.println("Nobody."); 

        } 

    } 

} 

5. Upload the code.If you do not know how to upload ,please click here. You can see the result as 

show below. 

When somebody is here,Indicator Led will be light and the Serial Monitor will output "Somebody is 

here.". 

Or,The Indictor LED is off and the Serial Monitor output "Nobody.". 

6.2 With Raspberry Pi 

1. You should have got a raspberry pi and a grovepi or grovepi+. 

2. You should have completed configuring the development enviroment, otherwise follow here.  

3. Connection  

 

Nobody 

 

There has somebody 

http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/Upload_Code
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/GrovePi%2B
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/GrovePi%2B#Introducing_the_GrovePi.2B
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:IMG_20121008_173544.jpg
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:IMG_20121008_173651.jpg
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 Plug the sensor to grovepi socket D4 by using a grove cable. 

4. Navigate to the demos' directory:  

   cd yourpath/GrovePi/Software/Python/ 

 To see the code 

nano grove_infrared_distance_interrupt.py    # "Ctrl+x" to exit # 

import time 

import grovepi 

 

# Connect the Grove Infrared Distance Interrupt Sensor to digital port D4 

# SIG,NC,VCC,GND 

sensor = 4 

 

grovepi.pinMode(sensor,"INPUT") 

 

while True: 

    try: 

        # Sensor returns LOW and onboard LED lights up when the 

        # received infrared light intensity exceeds the calibrated level 

        if grovepi.digitalRead(sensor) == 0: 

            print "found something" 

        else: 

            print "nothing" 

 

        time.sleep(.5) 

 

    except IOError: 

        print "Error" 

 

5. Run the demo. 

   sudo python grove_infrared_distance_interrupt.py 
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7. Resource 

 IR Distance Interrupt Eagle File 

 Reflective Photosensor Datasheet 

 LM393 Datasheet 

 

http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:Eagle_files.zip
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:Reflective_photosensor.pdf
http://www.seeedstudio.com/wiki/File:LM393.pdf


 

 
 

Компания «ЭлектроПласт» предлагает заключение долгосрочных отношений при 
поставках импортных электронных компонентов на взаимовыгодных условиях! 

 
Наши преимущества: 

 Оперативные поставки широкого спектра электронных компонентов отечественного и 
импортного производства напрямую от производителей и с крупнейших мировых 
складов; 

  Поставка более 17-ти миллионов наименований электронных компонентов; 

 Поставка сложных, дефицитных, либо снятых с производства позиций; 

 Оперативные сроки поставки под заказ (от 5 рабочих дней); 

 Экспресс доставка в любую точку России; 

 Техническая поддержка проекта, помощь в подборе аналогов, поставка прототипов; 

 Система менеджмента качества сертифицирована по Международному стандарту ISO 
9001; 

 Лицензия ФСБ на осуществление работ с использованием сведений, составляющих 
государственную тайну; 

 Поставка специализированных компонентов (Xilinx, Altera, Analog Devices, Intersil, 
Interpoint, Microsemi, Aeroflex, Peregrine, Syfer, Eurofarad, Texas Instrument, Miteq, 
Cobham, E2V, MA-COM, Hittite, Mini-Circuits,General Dynamics и др.); 
 

Помимо этого, одним из направлений компании «ЭлектроПласт» является направление 
«Источники питания». Мы предлагаем Вам помощь Конструкторского отдела: 

 Подбор оптимального решения, техническое обоснование при выборе компонента; 

 Подбор аналогов; 

 Консультации по применению компонента; 

 Поставка образцов и прототипов; 

 Техническая поддержка проекта; 

 Защита от снятия компонента с производства. 
 
 
 

 
 

Как с нами связаться 

Телефон: 8 (812) 309 58 32 (многоканальный)  
Факс: 8 (812) 320-02-42  
Электронная почта: org@eplast1.ru  

Адрес: 198099, г. Санкт-Петербург, ул. Калинина, 

дом 2, корпус 4, литера А.  
 

mailto:org@eplast1.ru

